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Land degradation in Sri Lanka

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/climate-and-people/british-research-has-helped-reduce-sri-lankas-suicide-
rates/
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Sustainable Land Management is a must!!!
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Stakeholders in land management
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SLM challenge

• Land information 
for sustainable 
land management 
is scattered
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Sri Lanka Overview of Conservation 
Approaches and Technologies  - SriCAT

• The national information-sharing platform on Sustainable Land 
Management (SLM) of Sri Lanka

• Initiated in 2019 under the Rehabilitation of Degraded Agricultural 
Lands Project (RDALP) of the FAO
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RDALP operated in Kandy, Badulla and Nuwara Eliya 
districts in the Central Highlands and funded by the 
Global Environment Facility (GEF) from 2016-2021
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Objectives of SriCAT

• SriCAT facilitates all stakeholders to share their land information on one platform 

• SriCAT promotes SLM through land information sharing, providing knowledge to 
support adaptation, networking, facilitating social learning, providing visibility to 
success stories of SLM

• SriCAT fulfills the target of the National Action Program (NAP) - 2015 – 2024 
Combating Land Degradation in Sri Lanka to establish a knowledge management 
system and Land Resource Information System on SLM agreed by the Ministry of 
environment under the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 
(UNCCD)
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SriCAT

• A web-based tool following the modality of World Overview of 
Conservation Approaches and Technologies (WOCAT) 

• Share knowledge on SLM technologies and approaches and more…

• The information is made available in three languages used in the 
country (i.e. English, Sinhala and Tamil)

• The platform is managed by the Department of Soil Science of the 
University of Peradeniya 
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https://sricat.pdn.ac.lk/index.php/en/ 

https://sricat.pdn.ac.lk/index.php/en/
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What is in SriCAT?

• SLM: Technologies, Approaches, Success stories, Best practices, 
Policies and strategies, Knowledge products

• Projects and activities

• Media (publications)
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A participatory approach 
A workshop with the Faculty of Agriculture, University of Peradeniya and FAO of the UN on "Documentation of 
sustainable land management approaches and technologies" to develop a platform among relevant government 
agencies, private organizations and individuals to share their SLM experience in Sri Lanka.
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Familiarize with the paper 
questionnaire

Fill in the paper questionnaire 
based on knowledge and 

existing documents

Who can help me? Identify 
and contact key resource 

person

Collect data in the field 
(through interviews with land 

users and key resource person)
Edit data

Create a new entry form
 (following WOCAT SLM 

database)

Submit for review publish Publish online 

Process of data gathering and publishing in SriCAT 
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WOCAT SLM Database

https://qcat.wocat.net/en/wocat/ 

• Global Database on SLM recommended by UNCCD

https://qcat.wocat.net/en/wocat/
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Present use

• Information shared in Global Database on SLM

• Recommended source of information in undergraduate courses 
related to land degradation and foil fertility management (SS 2101, SS 
3204, SS 4102) offered in University of Peradeniya

• Use for the publication that is being prepared on world soil resource 

• Website is being updated to extract information on traffic  
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Thank You
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