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Land Resources Planning

LADA/

WOCAT

Tools



Participatory land resources planning to promote 
the scaling out and mainstreaming of SLM in 

Morocco

From the diagnosis of land use systems, to

Territorial planning, to

         Scaling-out SLM in specific           
                                 landscapes

LADA/WOCAT Tools





Module 2: LD & SLM Assessment at National / 
Subnational

SLM
Degradation

Where to invest?

hot spots

bright spots

… and their impacts



Module 3: Selection of Priority Landscapes

Define key national 

expert criteria 

Identify data and 

execute analysis

Similarity maps at 

national level

LADA/WOCAT QM 

outputs

Decision-support to 

target selected 

priority landscapes 

for SLM 

implementation 



Module 4: Landscape level Assessment

LADA/WOCAT tools at 
LOCAL level (landscape) to 

assess LD and SLM for 
different LUS

Prioritization of 
areas/communities

For
Implementation

Selection of SLM Best 
Practices from WOCAT

(QT/QA)



Module 5: SLM Territorial Planning

Local knowledge, LADA 
assessment and WOCAT
database to identify SLM 

options LOCAL LEVEL

Participatory Negotiated 
Territorial Development 
and Land Use Planning 

(PNTD/PLUP)

Community-based 
participatory selection of 

SLM options for 
Implementation 

Suitability
Analysis



Module 6: SLM Implementation and Scaling Out

National capacity on DS tools:
LADA LOCAL, QM, WOCAT 

QT/QA, PNTD & PLUP

SLM Implementation
Scaling Out,  and 
Mainstreaming

Integrate DS tools at National 
Level: Multi-Sector; Multi-

Stakeholder; Impact Assessment 
process



Land Use Systems

Main types of degradation

SLM practices

Assessment of land degradation 
and sustainable land management 
at sub-national and local level



Objectives of the assessment at 

Local Level

1. Improved knowledge and understanding 

( → baseline for monitoring):

❖ on LD status and trends, driving forces and impacts on 

land resources/ecosystems and on livelihoods

❖ on effects of land use/management practices of 

different land users (nature, extent, effectiveness, 

constraints) 

2. Analysis effectiveness of SLM interventions and 

identification of SLM measures for scaling up and improved 

SLM design and planning



▪Participatory stakeholder process

▪ Integrated: biophysical & socio-

economic

▪Sampling strategy, tools & methods 

(simple & robust; comparisons)

▪Status & trends NR (degradation, 

conservation, restoration) 

▪Analyze impacts of LD & land use/ 

management on livelihoods & ecosystem 

services 

▪Structured report & feedback for decision 

making

LADA Local Level Assessment



Methodological Steps



Assessment of impacts on livelihoods



Socio-economic assessment: at least one person with experience of participatory rural 

appraisal (PRA) tools such as focus group discussions, community/territory mapping, 

organizational analysis, household interviews

Local experts from the local assessment area;  if not possible (e.g. lack of capacity or 

training in the assessment methods), the assessment team should be guided and supported 

by local representatives, technical staff from the district/provincial offices or relevant 

projects on the ground.

Multidisciplinary Team

Ideally the team members should have expertise in:

• Soil science and agronomy

• Water resources management

• Animal production (settled/ pastoral systems, 

livestock, wildlife, etc.)

• Social sciences (and tenure, laws, gender, etc.)

• agricultural economics (costs & benefits, tradeoffs)

• Ecology (vegetation, forest, rangeland management)



Sampling strategy

Linkage between the 

local and the 

national level



Characterisation 

of the study area



Transect 

planning 

and 

recording



WOCAT Questionnaires (QT / QA)

and global SLM database

Assessment of Sustainable Land 

Management (SLM)



21

Results documented and presented in standardized WOCAT format

SLM Technologies 

SLM Approaches 



Analysis and Reporting



TERRITORIAL 
DEVELOPPEMENT 

PACT

LD assessment and SLM 
practices to combat LD

Participatory identification of 
communities’ SLM priorities 
to combat LD

Negotiation process

Implementation

Support from
desicion makers

through the 
Sustainable Food 
and Agriculture  

multi-stakeholders
Dialogue



• Improve knowledge on status and trends of land 

degradation and improvement (including biodiversity 

and climate change interrelations)

• Assist countries in 

➢ monitoring and reporting progress in 

implementation LDN  

➢ assessing the effectiveness of interventions, 

➢ prioritizing actions and targeting investments

• Guide decision making on where to invest in 

prevention, mitigation, adaptation and restoration

Conclusions

THANK YOU contact: feras.ziadat@fao.org

mailto:feras.ziadat@fao.org
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