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Our Community seed banks

 Diversitas

 EasySMTA implemented

 DOI implemented

 Specific rules for 
materials under 
development

https://diversitas.rsr.bio/?_gl=1*5mjm1z*_ga*NTcyNjg2MzU0LjE3Mjc2ODYwNjM.*_ga_THZC6RJBL9*MTc0MzA4MTk2NC41MC4xLjE3NDMwODE5NjcuMC4wLjA.
https://diversitas.rsr.bio/?_gl=1*5mjm1z*_ga*NTcyNjg2MzU0LjE3Mjc2ODYwNjM.*_ga_THZC6RJBL9*MTc0MzA4MTk2NC41MC4xLjE3NDMwODE5NjcuMC4wLjA.




My focus:

• How the system work in Europe
• 1998 first derogations on Conservation

varieties
• Organic Heterogeneous Materials (OHM)
• The new Seed reform
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Phytosanitary 
rules

Policies influencing seed systems



How they work?

Distinctness Uniformity Stability VarietyXX



Europe is 
the master…

Europe has developed the legal framework 
that is now promoted and exported into 
other regions (e.g. seed laws, plant variety 
protection under UPOV);

The process of copying and pasting EU rules 
by the Global South is based on the old 
framework developed in the ’60 - ’80 and it 
doesn’t consider the new developments;

EU is a key player in bilateral trade 
agreements, which in many cases have as a 
side-effect the adoption of the old EU legal 
framework. 



Seed chain Regulatory 
activities

Plant 
breeding

Seed production:
- pre-basic
- Basic
- Certified
- Standard

Seed marketing

DUS  testing

VCU  testing

Variety 
release

Certification

Seed quality 
control

The EU 
model

Not for 
vegetables



The situation in Europe

Type of S&PM

Conventional 
varieties IPRs (UPOV)

DUS/VCU

Conservation 
varieties No IPRs 

(UPOV)

Adapted DUS/
no VCU

Populations/Organic  
Heterogeneous 

materials
No IPRs 
(UPOV)

No DUS/
no VCU

1998

2008

2011

2018

Global south



Conservation varieties derogation

Not official DUS 
testing 90% of true to type according 

to the official description 

No VCU testing

Description 
by the 

maintainer 

Variety 
maintainer

Phytosanitary 
rules

The seller must be registered as 
professional operators

Seed certification 
for agricultural 

species

For free 
in Italy

You pay 
certification 
each year

Data coming from 
non-official 

testing/experiments/
data

No new varieties!





The material referred to in paragraph 1(b) may be 
generated by one of the following techniques: 

(a) crossing of several different types of 
parental material,; 

(b) on-farm-management practices, including
selection, establishing or maintaining material, 
which is characterized by a high level of genetic; 

(c) any other technique used for breeding or 
production of organic heterogeneous material, 
taking into account particular features of 
propagation. 

Heterogeneous materials: how to breed



Simple 
notification

Heterogeneous materials: how to register, market and control 

Quality 
control

Seed 
production

Seed 
marketing

Phytosanitary 
rules

The seller must be registered as 
professional operators

Organic heterogeneous 
material is intended to adapt 
to various biotic and abiotic 

stresses due to repeated 
natural and human selection 
and therefore is expected to 

change over time.



Organic varieties and variety protection



One size fits all…. It is not more 
realistic..

Research Variety 
release

Seed multiplication

Commercialization

IPRs (UPOV or 
Patent)

€
uniformity

distinctness

stability



The new 
Reform!



c c



Seed chain Regulatory 
activities

Plant 
breeding

Seed production:
- pre-basic
- Basic
- Certified

Seed marketing

DUS  testing

VCU  testing

Variety 
release

Certification

Seed quality 
control

The EU 
model

Conservation 
varieties

Private

OHM

Seed 
exchange

PPB



Standard certification, 
post control

Relaxed DUS
No VCU

Non official 
testing





The Bread Wheat Evolutionary Population
The certified seed became 
commercially available in 
2017 thanks to 2014/150/EU



Our OHM logo

Name of the OHM

Name of the species

Name of the farmer producing
seeds





An open source pledge

A well defined graphical
identity

The history of the 
CCP and the 

breeding process

The rules on IPRs, 
the seeds are not 

protected by PVRs
but there is an open 

source pledge

The « social » rules you agree
on opening the seed wrap



The Pledge

Freedom to resow the grains/seeds
Freedom to share/market the seeds
Freedom to further develop the OHM

Do not apply any IPRs on the seeds and their 
developments 

To use the same pledge in spreading the seed
To make available to the providers further 

developments of the OHM

rights

obligations



Lessons learnt...

Weaknesses..
1. Different languages, values and visions on confrontation;
2. Social processes are fragile and time consuming;
3. Innovation is still considered only from a technological point of view;
4. Transfer of technology narrative
5. How to finance breeding for diversity? (e.g. consumers? Value chains?).

Seed marketing is not the only possibility;

Participatory, decentralised and multi-actors innovation/breeding;

Need to have a common vision shared by the actors; 

Need a legal pluralistic framework;

Need of new professionalisms (e.g. free actors/innovation brokers).



Thanks!
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