THE UGANDA CONSERVATION APPROACHES

The Uganda Conservation Approaches and Technologies (UGACAT), a coalition on
Sustainable Land Management (SLM), joins the rest of the world to celebrate the
World Day to Combat Desertification & Land Degradation. UGACAT collaborates
with the World Overview of Conservation Approaches and Technologies
(WOCAT) towards customizing standardized tools and methods for documenting,
monitoring, and evaluating SLM know-how as well as disseminating it in countries
and around the globe, enabling land users, extension services, planners, projects
and programmes to exchange experiences and support uptake of SLM practices.
UGACAT unites SLM experts in Uganda and promotes the documentation,
sharing and use of knowledge to support adaptation, innovation, networking,
social learning, visibility of success stories and decision-making in SLM. The
coalition hosts the SLM database linked to the National SLM Database officially
hosted by the National Agricultural Research Organization (NARO) www.ugacat.
slm.go.ug and to the global network and database of WOCAT www.wocat.net
which is primary recommended by the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification (UNCCD) for the reporting of signatory countries’ good practices.

UGACAT coalition, specifically the SLM database, is a part of a success story
and product of a partnership of institutions working towards scaling SLM at
multi scales (farm, landscapes and national). The partnership operates under an
IFAD funded project entitled ‘Scaling-up SLM practices by smallholder farmers:
working with agricultural extension services to identify, assess and disseminate
SLM practices in Cambodia, Lao PDR and Uganda’. The project in Uganda is
implemented in nine districts in Northern Uganda: Lamwo, Adjumani, Amuru,
Gulu, Nwoya, Agago, Kitgum, Pader and Omoro through a collaboration
of institutions led by Uganda Landcare Network (ULN) as local implementing
partner, cooperating with extension services of Local Government at Ministry,
District and Sub county levels and National Agricultural Research Organization
(NARO) Institutes — National Agricultural Research Laboratories ( NARL) and
Ngetta Zonal Agricultural Research Development Institute institutions; Agro in put
dealers; Champion farmers and the WOCAT global network Secretariat, hosted by
the Centre for Development and Environment (CDE), University of Bern. Scaling
SLM project is designed to harness synergies while adding value to and the IFAD
funded government investment programme entitled ‘Project for the Restoration of
Livelihoods in the Northern Region (PRELNOR)’ implemented by the Ministry of
Local Government (MOLG).

Considering SLM presents a viable alternative for smallholder farmers to meet mar-
ket demands in a sustainable manner, while enhancing their resilience to climate
change and strengthening ecosystem services at a landscape level, the project in
Northern Uganda is associated with key deliverables towards scaling SLM:

0 A catalogue of over 60 SLM technologies and approaches, packaged in the
following 4 categories, was produced as knowledge product for use as exten-
sion materials, for project planners and SLM programmes:

o Soil and water Conservation practices
o Soil Fertility Management and Agronomic practices
o Forestation, Trees on Farms and Associated enterprises
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